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BT HOSTS INTERNATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

International businesses meet at BT Tower to share insights in best LGBT employment practices and policies
The International Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (IGLCC) is gathering together international leaders in Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transexual (LGBT) inclusion and diversity to share their expertise and experiences, and to offer insight into today’s best LGBT employment practice and policies in place at major international corporations.
The event – to be held on September 23rd, 2010 – will be the first seminar of its kind organised by the IGLCC and will be hosted and sponsored by BT, the winner of the 2009 Business Equality Index, at London’s BT Tower. Representatives from a number of global companies will attend, including the 2010 Business Equality Index winners IBM.
Founding President and Secretary General of the IGLCC, Pascal Lépine said: “International business has a vital role to play in developing tolerance and diversity throughout the world. Diversity programmes, such as those measured by the Index, contribute to the communities, but they are also good for business and help ensure that every employee is as productive as he or she can be.”

BT Chief Executive, Ian Livingston, also said in a recorded opening address to the seminar: “Our people are important to us. Our job is to make sure that there is no barrier that prevents them fulfilling what they can be and what they can do for BT and our customers. That is why this Index and this event are important. BT is proud to sponsor it.”
BT has had equal employee benefits for LGBT employees for nearly thirty years and is seen as leaders in promoting LGBT friendly practices in the workforce. Earlier this year BT teamed up with the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) to launch an interactive travel website to provide important information on policies, laws, and resources for the LGBT community, a valuable resource for people travelling to other countries.

Later in the day, at a second London event hosted by Iliad Business Limited, IGLCC’s Affiliate Member in the UK, Rugby legend Gareth Thomas will be presented with the IGLCC International Awareness Award.
- Ends - 
Enquiries about this news release should be made to the BT Group Newsroom on its 24-hour number: 020 7356 5369. From outside the UK dial + 44 20 7356 5369.

All BT news releases can be accessed at: http://www.btplc.com/News.
About BT
BT is one of the world’s leading providers of communications solutions and services operating in more than 170 countries.  Its principal activities include the provision of networked IT services globally; local, national and international telecommunications services to our customers for use at home, at work and on the move; broadband and internet products and services and converged fixed/mobile products and services.  BT consists principally of four lines of business: BT Global Services, Openreach, BT Retail and BT Wholesale.
In the year ended 31 March 2010, BT Group’s revenue was £20,911 million.

British Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of BT Group plc and encompasses virtually all businesses and assets of the BT Group.  BT Group plc is listed on stock exchanges in London and New York.  
For more information, visit www.bt.com/aboutbt
